God Reconciling the World unto Himself

A Survey of the Bible
Part Two: The Mosaic Age

Lesson Seven: The Law of Moses
Texts: Exodus 13:21-22[image: image1.jpg]


; 16:13-15; 19:17-20; 25:10-22; 32:1-4; John 6:47-51; Hebrews 9:1-8; 10:19-22 
A
fter Israel crossed the Red Sea they went into the wilderness of Sinai. God led them with a pillar of fire by night and a pillar of cloud by day (Exod. 13:21-22). God fed them with quail and a special food called manna (Exod. 16:13-15). The manna would fall each night from the sky and they could gather it to eat. The New Testament teaches that Jesus, like manna is the “bread which came down from heaven” which God now gives that we might live (John 6:47-51).  

Moses led the people to Mount Sinai (also called Horeb). There the Lord revealed to Moses a written Law which would govern the Israelites (Exod. 19:17-20). The Law taught them how to worship, how to treat one another, and how to function as a nation. This began a new period in Bible history—the Mosaic Age.     

Part of the Law of Moses was the Ten Commandments. These were written on stone tablets by God Himself (Exod. 31:18). While Moses was on the mountain, the people sinned by making a gold calf and worshipping it. In anger Moses threw down the tablets and broke them (Exod. 32:19). He later made new tablets and God again wrote the Commandments on them (Exod. 34:1).

The Law of Moses commanded the Israelites to build a place of worship and sacrifice which they could move with them, called the tabernacle. The tabernacle had an outer court where sacrifice was made to God. In the center of the court was a two-roomed building. One room was the “Holy Place” and the other the “Most Holy Place.” A veil separated the two rooms (Exod. 26-27). The Law of Moses set up a priesthood of those from the tribe of Levi descended from Moses’ brother Aaron. The priests offered sacrifice and served in the first room of the tabernacle. The high priest alone could enter the Most Holy Place (Exod. 28-29; Heb. 9:1-8).    


God commanded that a special object be kept in the Most Holy Place —the Ark of the Covenant. This was a wooden box overlaid with gold. The Ark had a lid with angels stretching out their wings on top of it. Inside it were the stone tablets and other things to help the people remember what God had done for them. God met with and revealed His will to Israel from the “Mercy Seat”—the lid which covered the Ark (Exod. 25:10-22).

The Law of Moses was given to the Israelites, not to all people. However, the Apostle Paul told the Galatians that the Law was a “tutor to bring us to Christ” (Gal. 3:24). By it God established a special people from whom Christ was born in the flesh. By it God showed His hatred of sin. The Hebrew writer said, “according to the law almost all things are purified with blood, and without shedding of blood there is no remission” (Heb. 9:22). The Tabernacle was a “copy and shadow of the heavenly things” (Heb. 8:5). It illustrated that sin keeps man from the Most Holy Place of God. Christ, “through the veil, that is His flesh” (Heb. 10:20), as our High Priest, opens the way for man to the Most Holy Place of God (Heb. 10:21).  
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	Week
	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	7
	Deuteronomy 4-6
	Deuteronomy 7-9
	Deuteronomy 10-12
	Deuteronomy 13-15
	Deuteronomy 16-19
	Deuteronomy 20-22
	Deuteronomy 23-25


Study Questions
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1.  What day did the Israelites not gather manna (Exod. 16:26)?
____________What was this day called?


How were they to have food for this day (Exod. 16:22-25)?

2.  Read Deuteronomy 5:1-3. According to this passage, did the Law of Moses apply to those before Sinai?


3.  List the Ten Commandments from Exodus 20:1-17: 

1)
;  2) 
;

3)
;  4)
;

5)
;  6)
;

7)
;  8)
;

9)
;  10)
. 
4.  When the Israelites worshipped the golden calf what did they call it (Exod. 32:4)?
 


Was this still wrong?

Can man today worship images which represent Christ?


5.  List what was in each part of the Tabernacle, according to Hebrews 9:1-5:

First part (Holy Place):


Second part (Most Holy Place):


Ark of the Covenant:

6. Fill in the blanks from Exodus 25:22 about the “Mercy Seat”: “And there I will _________ with you, and I will _________ with you from above the _________  _________, from between the _______  ___________ which are on the _______ of the __________, about everything which I will _________ you in ___________ to the children of Israel.”
7.  What part of the tabernacle has Christ become for man (Heb. 10:20)?

What servant of the tabernacle has Christ also become (Heb. 10:21)?

Key Passage: “But before faith came, we were kept under guard by the law, kept for the faith which would afterward be revealed. Therefore the law was our tutor to bring us to Christ, that we might be justified by faith. But after faith has come, we are no longer under a tutor”
(Galatians 3:23-25, NKJV).
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